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The Human Animal
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Male Satin Bowerbird
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Male Mating Success
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Non-Material Benefits
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Inter-sexual Selection
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Intra-sexual Selection
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Dominance and Mating Success
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Males as Sires and Providers
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Female Mate Preferences
Trait Desired Cues for preference

Mate is healthy Physical attractiveness
Symmetry
Health
Masculinity

Ability to invest Good financial prospects
Social status
Slightly older

Willing to invest Dependable and stable
Love and commitment cues
Positive interaction with children

Can physical protect Size
Bravery
Athletic ability
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Role of 
Testosterone
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Costs of 
Testosterone
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Testosterone as Developmental Test
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Preference for Financial Prospects

13

BIO1300 – The Human Animal

Preference for Social Status
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Preferred Age Difference
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Attractiveness vs. Dominance
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Jealousy
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Questions?
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